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resigns his vaccination the guardians can dismiss him from
his Poor-law office, for this is not the case. But as it is
nearly always the latter office that is underpaid it is mostly
the district medical officer and not the public vaccinator who
is forced to resign.
Apart from this slight--inaccuracy, our service is greatly
indebted to you for drawing public attention to a great abuse
of the power of the guardians, certainly not contemplated by
the legislation, and a great grievance both to Poor-law
medical officers and to the medical profession generally.
I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
M. GREENWOOD, 
Honorary Secretary, Poor-law Medical Officers’ Association
of England and Wales.
EPSOM SALTS AS A POISON.
70 the Editor uf THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;With reference to my article in THE LANCET of
April 24th, p. 1174, on Epsom Salts as a Poison, I have had my
attention drawn by Dr. W. Sang to the fact that Cases 4 and
.6 (Sang’s case) present such points of similarity in respect of
time, locality, sex, dose, and final result as to suggest the
possibility that the two cases may be one and the same.
This opinion I am now in a position to verify. For although
my references bear different dates I am satisfied that the
scanty details of Case 4 in the British Medical Journal and
the fuller report of Case 6 in a later issue of THE LANCET
are concerned with one and the same subject, the former
appearing as a " news " item, while the latter appeared as an
original article.
I shall be glad if you will kindly publish this correction
so that future references may not be vitiated.
I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
CHARLES FRASER.
BRISTOL AND THE WESTERN COUNTIES.
The University in Being.
NEWS reached Bristol on Monday evening, May 17th, to
the effect that the University Charter had received the
approval of the Privy Council and now only waits for the
affixing of His Majesty’s Sign Manual. Many churches rang
their bells and ran up flags in recognition of the great
importance of this evenc. It is 35 years since a public ’,
meeting was held to inaugurate a University College in
Bristol, at which the late Archbishop Temple (then Bishop of
Exeter) was one of the speakers. Two of the Oxford colleges,
Balliol and New, gave substantial support to the scheme on
certain general conditions, and in October, 1876, the College
was actually opened in temporary premises. The Bristol
Medical School, which had already been at work many years
on an independent basis, was affiliated, and later incorporated
as the faculty of medicine. New buildings in Tyndall’s Park
were opened in 1880, and since then no less than five sub-
stantial additions have been made to these, the last being
in 1904. These provide a home for faculties of arts,
science, engineering, and medicine. There is no doubt
that those who were most intimately concerned in pro-
moting the welfare of the College saw in it the nucleus
of a university, and, obedient to this vision, they have
sustained the policy of expansion throughout. The support
afforded by the public has not always been what it might,
with a few brilliant and generous exceptions ; but since the
year 1899, when the University College Colston Society was
founded, the public attention and interest have been in-
creasingly concentrated upon the University scheme. This
society has collected over .65000 for the University, and has
enlisted the support of many eminent men who have spoken
at the annual dinners. It was at the 1908 dinner that Mr.
Henry Overton Wills’s promise of f:l00,000 was made
public. Since that time the development of the scheme
has advanced rapidly. His . Majesty’s visit in July last
was made the opportunity for presenting a petition relating
to the charter, new buildings have been acquired, and
funds collected, till the total value of University property
has surpassed the minimum (.6250,000) at which a charter
can be granted ; the city council has devoted an annual rate
of ld. in the &pound; towards the income of the University;
and a Parliamentary Bill transferring the property and liabi-
lities of University College, Bristol, to the University of
Bristol has been approved by the governors of the former.
Arrangements have also been made for the inclusion of the
Merchant Venturers’ Technical College in the University as
a faculty of engineering. There are two family names which
will always be honourably remembered in connexion with the
foundation of the University of Bristol&mdash;those of Wills and
Fry. Their support is not to be reckoned in pounds, shillings,
and pence merely, though in this respect their contributions
have been lavish; there is also a great debt of gratitude
owing to them for the interest, personal influence, and
capacity for organisation which have been freely devoted to
the project which has now been crowned by the Royal
approval. I must defer the consideration of the terms of the
charter to a later communication.
Other University Intelligence.
Two appointments that are very gratifying to the Bristol
Medical School have recently been made. The Bradshaw
lecturer of the Royal College of Surgeons of England for
1910 is Mr. F. Richardson Cross ; and Dr. J. M. Fortescue-
Brickdale, the director of the -Public Health Laboratory, has
been made lecturer on Pharmacology to the University of
Oxford.-At a recent meeting of the Workers’ Educational
Association, Mr. G. H. Leonard, professor of history at Uni-
versity College, who was in the chair, said that the working-
classes were to have more representatives in the court of the
University of Bristol than in any other university court in
the kingdom. There were to be eight in all, the president
and two members of the Trades Council, two members of the
Friendly Societies’ Council, two members of the Cooperative
Society, and one member of the Workers’ Educational Asso-
ciation. He also announced the provision at University
College, by a lady who did not wish her name published, of
two small scholarships for working people.
The Bristol City and County Asylum, Fishponds.
The medical superintendent of the Bristol County Asylum
(Dr. J. V. Blackford) reports that during 1908 the admissions
numbered 247 (103 men and 144 women). The percentage of
recoveries on the admissions, excluding transfer cases, was
42’42, and compared favourably with previous years ; 84
patients were discharged as recovered. The number of
deaths during the year.was 140-viz., 74 males and 66 females
-the death-rate on the average number of resident patients
being 15 ’ 09. Post-mortem examinations were made in 123
cases, being over 87 per cent. on the total deaths, all of
which were due to natural causes. The highest number of
patients resident at one time during the year was 915. The
new wards for male patients are to be opened on May 25th.
An Interesting Compensation Case at Exeter.
At Exeter county court last week, before his honour Judge
Lush Wilson, K.C., a claim for compensation was made by a
farm labourer against his employer, a local farmer. The appli-
cant was asked to clean out a tannery pit. The liquor to be
removed from such pit consisted of the acid and bloody fluid
which drained off the skins, the acid having been added to
clean the skins. The acid percolated through the labourer’s
boots, caused vesicles to form on his feet, and eventually
blood poisoning followed. His honour said the question he
had to decide was that the blood poisoning was caused by
accident arising out of his employment, and gave judgment
for the applicant.
A Poor-lam Medical Officer’s Salary.
Some time ago the Local Government Board informed the
Falmoath board of guardians that the salary of &pound;20 per
annum allowed to Mr. Dudley R. Harris as medical officer to
the workhouse was inadequate, and the late inspector (Mr.
Preston Thomas) spoke very strongly about the matter. At
the last meeting of the guardians a letter was read from the
Local Government Board asking the guardians to reconsider
the salary of their workhouse medical officer. After some
discussion it was resolved to refer the subject to the house
committee. It is to be hoped that the guardians will follow
the advice given them and award Mr. Harris an adequate
salary.
A Proposed Memorial to -Dr. Hugh Montgomerie of Penzance.
It is proposed to endow a bed in the West Cornwall
Infirmary, Penzance, to the memory of the late Dr. Hugh
Montgomerie. Several subscriptions have been received
